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1	  
This	  developer’s	  showcase	  presenta4on	  will	  discuss	  the	  following	  items.	  First,	  I	  will	  
provide	  you	  with	  an	  overview	  of	  the	  Purdue	  Online	  Wri4ng	  Lab	  and	  it’s	  mission	  
regarding	  second	  language	  wri4ng.	  I	  will	  then	  share	  with	  you	  how	  the	  efforts	  of	  
myself	  and	  my	  fellow	  OWL	  content	  developers	  have	  led	  to	  to	  a	  number	  of	  
improvements	  in	  the	  support	  offered	  by	  the	  Purdue	  OWL	  to	  L2	  writers.	  I	  will	  also	  
share	  with	  you	  how	  this	  expansion	  is	  going	  to	  con4nue.	  Finally,	  I	  will	  share	  with	  you	  
some	  of	  the	  research	  work	  being	  carried	  out	  by	  my	  colleague,	  Joshua	  M.	  Paiz	  and	  
how	  this	  may	  impact	  L2	  development	  efforts	  at	  the	  Purdue	  OWL.	  	  
2	  
The	  Purdue	  OWL	  has	  a	  stated	  mission	  to	  provide	  quality	  wri4ng	  instruc4onal	  material	  
to	  a	  global	  user-­‐base	  at	  absolutely	  no	  charge.	  This	  is	  something	  that	  is	  currently	  being	  
reified	  in	  the	  newest	  draMs	  of	  the	  strategic	  plan	  of	  the	  Purdue	  Wri4ng	  Lab/Online	  
Wri4ng	  Lab.	  And,	  while	  some	  form	  of	  L2	  support	  has	  been	  a	  part	  of	  the	  OWL	  since	  
the	  early	  2000’s,	  it	  has	  come	  to	  the	  aQen4on	  of	  Purdue	  OWL	  administra4on	  that	  
must	  more	  must	  be	  done	  in	  order	  to	  support	  both	  the	  L2	  writers	  at	  Purdue	  University	  
that	  make	  use	  of	  the	  OWL	  as	  well	  as	  the	  L2	  writers	  that	  make	  use	  of	  the	  Purdue	  OWL	  
around	  the	  globe.	  That	  being	  said	  there	  are	  certain	  limits	  to	  the	  scope	  of	  the	  Purdue	  
OWL’s	  mission.	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The	  scope	  of	  the	  L2	  support	  mission	  at	  the	  Purdue	  OWL	  has	  previously	  been	  linked	  to	  
the	  needs	  of	  L2	  writers	  aQending	  Purdue	  University	  system	  campuses,	  and	  are	  most	  
closely	  4ed	  to	  the	  needs	  of	  writers	  new	  to	  the	  North	  American	  Academic	  Context	  and	  
to	  select	  global	  business	  English	  contexts	  (i.e.,	  China	  and	  India).	  The	  original	  scope	  of	  
the	  Purdue	  OWL’s	  L2	  wri4ng	  support	  was	  also	  previously	  closely	  linked	  to	  the	  needs	  
of	  our	  community	  partners,	  namely	  the	  LafayeQe	  Adult	  Resource	  Academy.	  This	  
partnership	  meant	  that	  the	  Purdue	  OWL	  addressed	  some	  more	  basic	  English	  wri4ng	  
needs	  and	  also	  addressed	  GED	  wri4ng	  for	  L2	  writers.	  	  
	  
This	  scope,	  however,	  is	  currently	  expanding	  to	  include	  the	  Purdue	  OWL’s	  global	  user-­‐
base.	  This	  has	  led	  to	  a	  number	  of	  changes,	  which	  I	  will	  discuss	  shortly,	  as	  well	  as	  
current	  development	  efforts	  aimed	  at	  writers	  in	  the	  tradi4onally-­‐defined	  EFL	  context.	  
However,	  even	  with	  this	  expansion	  the	  OWL’s	  scope	  does	  not	  include	  basic	  English	  
wri4ng,	  wri4ng	  in	  the	  L1	  or	  the	  place	  the	  L1	  in	  L2	  wri4ng.	  While	  addi4onal	  aQen4on	  
is	  being	  given	  to	  Business	  Wri4ng	  in	  World	  Englishes	  contexts,	  other	  issues	  related	  to	  
mul4lingual	  wri4ng	  are	  not	  currently	  seen	  as	  inside	  the	  scope	  of	  the	  Purdue	  OWL’s	  
mission.	  
4	  
The	  scope	  of	  the	  L2	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  does	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As internet access has proliferated across the globe OWL’s have become more 
accessible to users once considered outside of their reach. They can make a 
positive impact by reaching connected students where they’re at, for many 
higher education students this means either on a mobile device, or sitting in 
front of a computer screen.  They can also lower educational costs by providing 
open-access educational resources, meaning free of charge to the end user.  
 
However, maintaining a site like the Purdue OWL and keeping it relevant to a 
growing and an evolving set of end users is a different matter entirely. In the next 
section of this presentation, I will share with you some of the ways in which one 








I would like to close by way of offering some words from my colleague Joshua 
M. Paiz regarding future directions of the Purdue OWL in regards to second 
language writing. He could not be here today due to a conflicting conference 
appointment in Ohio. He writes:  
 
While OWLs are used around the globe, the work relating to OWLs in the EFL, 
or even in the ESL context, has not kept pace with work done in related field 
such as Computer Assisted Language Learning and Online Writing Instruction. 
This is problematic, as my travels presenting my OWL based research has 
generated a great deal of interest from writing center specialists in China, Japan, 
and Poland. These are contexts with rapidly growing interests in writing centers 
and in their online counterparts. However, most OWL-related work done, 
particularly in the Asian contexts, has been carried out by what Tan identifies as 
transplants—individuals that have worked and been trained in the west. Little 
work has been done examining what practitioners in the EFL context need or 
want from OWLs, on how they use OWLs, or in how students receive them. This 
is very problematic as it limits our collective knowledge and can lead to a great 
deal of reinventing the wheel when writing center specialists attempt to bring 
new OWLs online in the EFL context. To help address this gap and to drive our 
own content development efforts, The Purdue OWL is carrying out a series of 
research projects, the first of which will share briefly with you today.  
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From	  August	  2012-­‐May	  2013,	  the	  Purdue	  OWL	  carried	  out	  research	  examining	  
adtudes,	  percep4ons,	  and	  uses	  of	  OWLs	  and	  the	  Purdue	  OWLs	  in	  the	  tradi4onally-­‐
defined	  EFL	  context.	  During	  the	  survey	  and	  follow-­‐up	  interview	  period	  over	  135	  
survey	  responses	  were	  collected	  and	  seven	  interviews	  were	  conducted.	  Our	  major	  
findings	  were	  that	  OWLs	  were	  largely	  used	  for	  teacher	  self-­‐reference.	  They	  were	  not	  
used	  very	  oMen	  in	  class,	  nor	  were	  students	  oMen	  referred	  to	  them.	  Secondly,	  we	  
found	  that	  the	  survey	  respondents,	  EFL	  prac44oners	  from	  all	  over	  the	  globe,	  were	  
largely	  neutral	  or	  ambivalent	  regarding	  the	  appropriateness	  of	  Purdue	  OWL	  
resources	  to	  meet	  the	  needs	  of	  their	  students.	  However,	  their	  response	  do	  show	  a	  
wide	  variety	  of	  ways	  that	  OWLs	  can	  beQer	  meet	  their	  needs	  through	  addi4onal	  
content	  development.	  These	  findings	  have	  helped	  to	  drive	  Purdue	  OWL	  expansion	  in	  
a	  number	  of	  ways.	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In	  the	  spring	  of	  2014,	  the	  Purdue	  OWL	  partnered	  with	  The	  Second	  Language	  Studies	  
program	  at	  Purdue	  University.	  This	  partnership	  has	  led	  to	  an	  influx	  of	  content	  
developers	  that	  are	  themselves	  L2	  writers	  and	  that	  have	  a	  great	  deal	  of	  experience	  
teaching	  L2	  writers.	  In	  part	  based	  on	  feedback	  from	  our	  users	  and	  from	  the	  Purdue	  
community,	  we	  have	  begun	  projects	  in	  the	  following	  area	  (READ	  LIST).	  These	  projects	  
will	  be	  completed	  during	  summer	  of	  2014	  and	  they	  will	  go	  live	  during	  the	  fall	  of	  the	  
same	  year.	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